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" The nursery is not merely an agency designed to care for the
physical needs of the child; it is an educational institution.
Regardless of its type, it is both a place where children remain
for a certain period of time and an educational centre "—so
claim Soviet educationists. This educational side of the creche
strikes a visitor very forcibly. It is not just a place where babies
are minded while mother is at work; it is a place where the sense
training, the emotional training, and the mental training begin.
The Institute of Mother and Child, in Moscow, is taking over
much responsibility for the child under four. Dr. Esther Konyus,
the indefatigable, enthusiastic, and capable Head of the children's
clinic at the institute, is the originator and creator of many of the
features that characterise the environment of the very young
child. Her persistence and enthusiasm have overcome almost
insuperable obstacles of red tape and inefficiency. She has
created a museum in the institute, such as is to be found no-
where else. Here mothers and pre-school workers, peasants from
the State and collective farms, students from the university,
and factory-workers come from all parts of the country to learn
about the hygiene, sanitation, food, clothes, toys, and equip-
ment necessary for a creche. There are elaborate models for
wealthy institutions. There are the simplest models such as can
be made, by any worker or peasant, from birch or other wood
with odds and ends that are to be found anywhere. There are
models of portable creches for State and collective farms which
can be used in the fields during harvesting. Everything is ex-
plained very simply. The design and the arrangement of the
exhibits are such that the attention is held at every point.
Dr. Konyus has divided her territory into districts. She has
put every district in charge of a doctor and a nurse, who are
responsible for the welfare of the children under four in their
district. The initiative must always come from them. In her
own room are plans of the districts. The walls are covered with
charts and diagrams which she uses to illustrate her lectures
to her doctors and nurses.
The Central Museum of Mother aad Child, in Moscow, is one

